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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 7 October 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Councillors: D Ashcroft, G Hill (Chairman) and B Mouland 
 
 
54 Election of Chairman  

 
It was confirmed that Councillor G Hill had been elected Chair for this Sub-
Committee meeting.  
 

55 Apologies for Absence  
 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 

56 Chairman's Announcements  
 
There were no Chairman’s announcements.   
 

57 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

58 Licensing Act 2003 - Application for a Premises Licence - Wylds Farm, 
Warren Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7DF  
 
The Licensing Officer introduced the report. The hearing related to an 

application for a premises license under the Licensing Act 2003 made by Wylds 

Farm, Warren Road, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7DF. 

 

A copy of the application was in Appendix A and a copy of the plans of the 

premises were shown in Appendix B of the agenda. 

 

The application had received a number of representations from interested 

persons shown in Appendix C of the agenda.  

 

All responsible authorities had been consulted.  

 

Environmental Protection responded with no objections. 

 

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service responded with no objections. 

 

Planning authorities responded with no objections.  

 

No further comments were received from the remaining responsible authorities.  
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The Sub-Committee were advised that in determining this application they may: 

 

 Grant the application as asked 

 Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering, omitting or adding to 

them 

 Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor 

 Reject the whole or part of the application. 

 

The Chairman invited the interested parties to state their case, each interested 
party was advised they would have 2minutes.  
 
The interested parties expressed concerns to the Sub-Committee about the 
levels of noise and traffic that could be created if the application was to be 
granted alongside the environmental impact on surrounding wildlife. 
  
The Legal representative clarified to members of the Licensing Sub-Committee 
and interested parties present the licensing objectives to consider.  
 
The Chairman invited the applicants witness to state their case.  
 
The witness made her statement of support in the applicant to the Sub-
Committee.  
 
The Chairman invited the applicant to state their case. 
 
The applicant addressed the Sub-Committee.  
Members asked questions of the applicant.  
 
The Chairman invited the Licensing Officer to make a closing statement.  
 
The Licensing Officer addressed the Sub-Committee, reminding it that having 
considered everything presented, the Sub-Committee was obliged to determine 
this application with a view to promoting the licensing objectives:  
 
1. Prevention of crime and disorder; 

2. Public safety; 

3. Prevention of Public nuisance; and 

4. Protection of children from harm 

In making deliberations it must have regard to the Councils Licensing Policy 
and National Guidance.  
 
The Sub-Committee must have regard to the representations that had been 
made, balanced by any conditions offered by the applicant and the evidence 
that had been heard. 
 
The Sub-Committee must take one of the following steps, as it considered 
necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. They may: 
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Grant the application as asked 

Modify the conditions of the licence by altering, omitting or adding to 

them 

Refuse to specify a person as the premises supervisor 

Reject whole or part of the application 

The Sub-Committee should note that it cannot modify the conditions or reject 
the whole or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to 
do so. It must be appropriate in order to promote the licensing objectives. 
 
The Chairman invited the applicant to sum up their case. 
 
The Chairman asked all parties if they are satisfied and have said all they wish 
to say.  

 

The Chairman advised that the Sub-Committee would retire to a closed 
meeting to make their decision.  
 
The public broadcast was paused, and all members left the chamber for the 
Sub-Committees deliberations.  

 
 
Decision Notice – Application for a Premises License at Wylds Farm, 
Warren Road, Liss, Hampshire GU33 7DF - East Hampshire District 
Council Licensing Committee sitting on 7th October 2021. 
 
The Licensing Sub-Committee has been asked to determine whether the 
premises license at the above-described premises should be granted in 
accordance with the application. The Sub-Committee was comprised of 
Councillors Ashcroft, Mouland and Hill (Chairman). Also present and advising 
the Committee was the Licensing Officer Ms. Taylor Mitchell and the solicitor 
advising the Committee was Surinder Atkar. 
The Licensing Sub-Committee heard the details of the application as contained 
in the report before the Committee from Taylor Mitchell, who provided the Sub-
Committee with full details of the application and the objections to it. Councillor 
Mouland questioned who the Responsible Authorities were and if they had 
objected. It was explained that responses had been received from 
Environmental Protection and Planning and they did not object. The Parish 
Council’s representations had been out of time and could not be admitted. 
South Downs National Park Authority had been notified but had not responded. 
The Licensing Sub-Committee then heard from the objectors to the application 
who had attended. Each objector was permitted to speak for 2 minutes. The 
Chairman explained that there should be no repetition of what had previously 
been said and that all representations should be relevant to the application. In 
total eight objectors addressed the Sub-Committee and their objections can be 
summarised as follows- 
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 Entertainment aspect of the license would lead to more traffic, 
congestion and nuisance. The lane to the premises were too narrow and 
would cause traffic problems. 

 The nature of the license would lead to an event every weekend and 
therefore excessive noise and nuisance. 

 Traffic would exit at the same time at close of events and this would 
cause congestion. A personal experience was recounted when an 
objector on a walk with her dog had been pushed into bushes because 
of traffic. 

 Traffic had and would cause harm to European Protected Species and 
this was a criminal offence. Chairman explained this was a Planning 
matter and therefore irrelevant. 

 The Shakespeare Festival which had been hosted at the site had caused 
significant public nuisance and compromised public safety. There was 
also the possibility of a fire hazard because of hot, dry summers. 

 Peace and quiet of the area was being sacrificed for profit. 

 Planning application for change of use had been made prior to Licensing 
application and by obtaining license the intent was to thereby strengthen 
the Planning application. Legal advisor explained this was not so as 
each was a self- contained regime. 

 
The Applicant Mr. Nicholas Rook-Blackstone then addressed the Licensing 
Sub-Committee. He stated that he had been in the business of selling 
Christmas trees for 15 years and his business had to adapt to survive. He 
would probably have 12 main events a year and the capacity for each event 
would not exceed 150 people. Environmental Health had been contacted and 
attended the premises and a noise level had been agreed which he would 
adhere to as he would have control of the amplifier. He confirmed that he was 
not intending to have music or bands outside. 
Throughout the course of the proceedings the Chairman ensured that parties 
were permitted to ask each other questions. 
The Sub-Committee then retired to consider that application with the Legal 
Adviser. 
The Sub-Committee were of the opinion that the only Licensing Objective that 
had evidence to engage it was the prevention of public nuisance. This related 
primarily to the noise that would emanate from the premises if the license was 
granted. The Sub-Committee was of the view that this could be addressed with 
conditions so that the premises license as applied for should be granted. The 
Sub-Committee therefore decided to grant the application but with the following 
conditions- 
 

1. During events involving regulated entertainment Wylds Farm 
management shall be in control of the speaker system. 

2. A finish time of 23:00 hours Monday to Sunday for all activities. 
3. The matter be referred to the Environmental Health Department of the 

Council which in consultation with the Applicant should set a level of 
permissible noise in terms of decibel levels which should not be 
exceeded at any time so as not to undermine the licensing objective to 
prevent public nuisance such levels to be set and adhered to from the 
expiry of 28 days from the date of this written decision. 
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Appeal: The Applicant, Responsible Authorities and Interested Persons have 
the right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of 
receiving official notification of the decision from the Licensing Authority. 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 


